
TRANSCRIPT OF BROAD TOWN WHITE HORSE RESTORATION GROUP INTERVIEW WITH 

JOHN WRAY 

SUBJECT   JIM BRIERLEY               PLACE   CRICKLADE 

DATE   TUESDAY 30 SEP                 REF      BTWHRG 3      080211-000 

INTERVIEWER   Andrew Law, Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group, 07841381301, 

andrewlaw456@gmail.com 

 

00:00:02,720 --> 00:00:26,540 [Andrew Law] 

I'm Andrew Law. I'm interviewing Jim Brierley this evening. I'm from the Broad Town White Horse 

Restoration Group and we are speaking in Cricklade on Tuesday the 30th of September. The reference of this 

recording is Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group number three. Jim.  

00:00:26,540 --> 00:11:25,864 [Jim Brierley] 

Okay. Thank you, Andrew. So, as Andrew has just said, my name is Jim Brierley. I’m currently 74. I'm living in 

Cricklade now, having lived in Broad Town from 1987 to 2020. My house is directly in view of the White 

Horse and you draw the curtains back every morning and you can see the White Horse, which is fantastic. 

However, in 1987 that wasn't the case and basically, I became involved slightly after we'd moved in, a couple of 

years afterwards with one or two people who had a similar share in the idea that we needed to restore the horse. 

So basically, I, with these various people, became involved in thinking about how we could restore the horse. 

and basically set about doing it. The key people in this particular venture was John Wray, who at the time was 

head teacher at Normarsh Junior School, he lived in Broad Acres and a gentleman called Phil Hughes who lived 

on the Cotmarsh turning on the corner. He had a business, A1 Handy Hire and he also had his own helicopter 

which proved to be more than useful. Essentially, once we'd got the plans in position then we were able to start 

thinking about how we were going to do it. As I say, I became involved late 1980s and the work, to some 

degree, had already been started by these two gentlemen and one or two other volunteers. Basically, what we 

needed to do was to recut it and reshape it, which we were able to do. Phil Hughes with his helicopter and his 

A1 Handy Hire provided all the sort of machinery and tools that we needed to do it and his helicopter was more 

than useful in transporting these heavy metal wire stuff, cutters and diggers etc up to the top of the hill that 

otherwise we wouldn't have been able to do it as easily as we did. So basically once we'd got the stuff up there, 

there was quite a few volunteers that would come along and we would dig out and redefine the shape of the 

horse, particularly the, the lower section of the horse with the forelegs and the tail which by1989, 1990, they 

had become more or less overgrown. So it was just a question then that we would have to strip it all back, 

reshape it and then using the angle iron, using the wire, then we would then define the shape of the legs and the 

tail. Dig it all out, put the wire in that would then hold back any spillage that was coming down the hill until 

we'd actually got the shape of the horse as we wanted it. It wasn't perfect by any stretch of the imagination and 

there was quite a few criticisms of the way that we'd actually done the back leg which if you were in a particular 

part of Broad Town, you just couldn't see it. But that was hard luck, basically. We did as much as we could 

anyway. So once we'd actually got the shape of the horse defined, what we needed to do then was to lime it and 

we were lucky in the respect that John Wray, who was then the self-appointed chairman, his wife worked for 

Hortons up on the top of the hill and through that connection we were able to get the lime that we needed to the 

top of the hill where the White Horse was and we were able then to use our skills to pour the lime down the hill 

and hopefully the metal fencing and the angle irons would be holding strong enough that it didn't spill down the 
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hill, in which some of it did. But there we go. So basically, once we'd done that and got a coating of the lime 

onto the horse, it then became more visible than it had been. Obviously with all the years of neglect the weeds 

that we'd basically tried to get out and all the undergrowth and everything was always going to start growing 

back, so, it was obviously decided that we would need to re-lime it on a regular basis. And from memory, I 

think, we used to re-lime it twice a year. Once in the spring so we could actually prevent any growth coming 

through that would spoil the look of the horse during the summer and then we would have another session in the 

autumn so that we could actually, again, just make sure that nothing grew through it in the wintertime and it 

kept it looking as white as possibly it could.  

So yes. The liming after a couple of years then became an annual event and we were able to sort of look at 

getting more volunteers on a regular basis to come and do it with us. So, as I said, John Wray was the chairman. 

I, in the early '90s stepped in as secretary and basically what we needed to do was to decide how we were going 

to raise funds to pay for the liming which obviously was a fairly expensive process. I think we were lucky in the 

fact that Mr. Horton had connections through his farming business and he was able to supply us with lime at a 

reasonable cost but even so, we would still have to find ways in which we could actually pay him. I think the 

Parish Council were fairly generous in terms of giving us some support and the now defunct Broad Town show 

used to provide us with a significant donation every year until it actually folded. So, we were able to sort of 

keep finances on a fairly even keel but obviously costings and everything became a bit more expensive and we 

had to look elsewhere for funding.  

The other interesting thing that took place during this particular time was Wootton Bassett School, the senior 

school, had what they referred to as a sixth form challenge whereby the sixth formers looked around various 

parts of the town and the locality for jobs that would basically enhance various parts of the locality and we were 

able to sort of negotiate with the sixth form challenge to actually come and build a staircase so that people could 

gain access slightly more easily to the actual White Horse itself. I think from what I've seen, the footpath and 

the stiles and the wooden steps now are probably far too dangerous for anybody to actually want to use but 

when it was done, it was a useful addition to actually promoting the White Horse and getting people involved to 

actually work on it, go up there and enjoy what really are fantastic views from the horse. And I think many a 

picnic has been spent up there sat on the eye of the horse looking over towards Lyneham and beyond. So, as I 

say, I was secretary for quite a long time. John Wray through moving away from the area, decided that his role 

as chairman should be terminated and Bob Clarke stepped into his shoes and I and Bob worked for quite a few 

years up until I finished just before 2020 when we decided we were going to move out of Broad Town to 

Cricklade. So that essentially ended my connections with the Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group 

which, you know, in its way was a very worthwhile thing that I feel really proud that I was involved in that from 

more or less the beginning. That's it.  

00:11:25,864 --> 00:11:37,064 [Andrew Law] 

Jim, thank you very much. That was, yes, I learned some stuff there actually. So I appreciate that, it's all from 

before I moved to the village, so all new to me.  

00:11:35,964 --> 00:11:37,064 [Andrew Law] 

Thank you very much, indeed.  

00:11:37,064 --> 00:11:38,884 [Jim Brierley] 

Okay. My pleasure. 


