
Broad Town Charity 20th & 21st centuries 
The farms that were part of the charity were sold by the trustees in 1920, raising £20,000 which was 

invested for future use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source : Country Life 1920-07-17: Vol 48 Iss 1228 

In 1928 the Wiltshire Archaeological & Natural History Magazine reported the following summary of the charity : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source : Wiltshire Archaeological & Natural History Magazine No CXLVIII June 1928 Vol XLIV 



Example of master and apprentice records displayed at the Steam Museum : 

 

Source : Records of GWR  apprenticeships during the period 1861 to 1905 related to the Broad Town Charity Trust 

held at the Steam Museum archive 

By the 1960s there were 86 boys benefiting from further education because of the charity. By that point, the 

charity was known as the Broad Town Trust. 

In 2006 the Broad Town Trust received the biggest boost in its 300-year history - receiving a legacy of 

£500,000 from John Merritt (a previous beneficiary). 

https://www.swindonadvertiser.co.uk/news/896809.500000-gift-to-boost-trust/ 

According to the Charity Commissioner’s website the Broad Town Trust was removed from Charity 

Commission register 2nd September 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2014 Hannah White reported in the Salisbury Journal that money had been stollen from the Broad Town 

Trust between 2000 and 2012. The case was referred to a Newton hearing to determine which version of the 

facts (prosecution's or defendant's) is more credible. See  

Source : https://www.salisburyjournal.co.uk/news/11242969.Charity_worker_stole_from_young_people_s_trust/ 

In 2015 Joe Riddle reported in the Salisbury Journal that £145,000 was stolen from the Broad Town Trust 

seehttps://www.salisburyjournal.co.uk/news/11811472.three-year-jail-term-for-pensioner-who-stole-145000-

from-charity-to-pay-gay-lovers-blackmail-demands/ 

Source : https://www.salisburyjournal.co.uk/news/11817908.backgrounder-charity-thief-lakeman-was-

trusted-respected-and-utterly-convincing/ 

 

At the time of writing (2021) the reason for removing the charity from the register of charities is unknown. It 

is likely that the Broad Town Trust merged with another charity (The Community Foundation for Wiltshire 

& Swindon?). However, if a merger took place it isn’t clear when or how this merger took place.  
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