
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW GARRY GIBBONS AND DAVID HACKER, 20 SEPT 2035 

00:00:02,020 --> 00:00:20,940 [Garry Gibbons] 

Hello. Hi David. It's Gary. We're at your home, and it's September 2025 and I'd just like to start asking you 

David, can I ask you your name, where you were born, the decade you were born in and the last school you 

went to?  

00:00:20,940 --> 00:00:38,760 [David Hacker] 

Okay, Gary. Well, my name's David Hacker and I was born in Swindon and in 1953. So I'm a '50s baby and my 

last school was the Wroughton Secondary Modern and that's about it.  

00:00:38,760 --> 00:00:47,380 [Garry Gibbons] 

Excellent. Thank you. Could you tell me what your connection to Broad Town is or was?  

00:00:47,380 --> 00:05:56,460 [David Hacker] 

It's quite varied. My family actually were well-connected to Broad Hinton, that was Dad's side and then mum's 

side was Broad Town and that connection came about because my mum's... my gran was a Symonds and it was 

Gran's great-great-grandfather, I think it would be, that carved the white horse on the hill and which we were all 

quite proud of as we were growing up, we were told quite a lot about it. We were never told why he carved it, 

that's another story probably.  Gran's sister lived in, I can't recall the name of the farm, but it was down the hill 

on the left. Gran's sister was Aunt Luce and Aunt Luce was married to a chap called Uncle Stan. I remember 

going there many, many times as a child, it was quite dark in there. Big, cold stone flag floors in the kitchen, I 

remember that, and on the way down the hill into Broad Town there was a little shop on the right just below the 

white horse and that belonged to my, we called her auntie, but I knew she was a relative but we called her 

Auntie Nora and she was a relative and they owned the little shop and whenever we visited there  she would 

give us sweets, which were, as we recall now, they were quite out to date, but we enjoyed them at the time. 

Back up the hill, Dad's family were the Eatwells and they were builder, undertakers in a... and it was that family 

by coincidence that carved the white horse at Hackpen, so two horses, two white horses in the same family, so 

quite a coincidence and Dad's family were also with the bakery. As you go through Broad Hinton, on the right 

is a building just before the Three Crowns Pub (the Crown*), I don't know if that's still there now. But on the 

right was a lovely old place, thatched cottage which was a bakery and that belonged to the Hackers at some 

point and I've got the picture on my wall above my fireplace of that building with WJ Hacker, I think it is, on 

the actual sign outside, so quite proud of that, a lovely looking building, I wish we owned it, so it's lovely. So 

going back down to Broad Town, that was all Symonds and I didn't know much about the Symonds, the family. 

It was all quite fragmented as we were growing up. We knew Aunt Luce, Aunt Luce actually came and stayed 

with us for a while, she was from down the hill in Broad Town. I'm just trying to think where we... and then 

Gran married a Pontin, Frank Pontin, so then a Symonds became a Pontin, and they moved to an area called 

Wanborough or Lower Horpit where Frank was a farmer. Previously farming in Wroughton along Wharf Road, 

Berry Farm, alongside the canal there. We know a little bit about the area. As I say, I'm not too sure about, you 

know, where all the Symonds ended up and where they went. I do know that Gran's brother, or one of the 

brothers, I think there were two brothers, went to Australia and we've had many, many relatives have come 

back, all claiming that they're relatives of Gran and there was always a bit, uh... we're not convinced that they 

were all relatives because we think that people in Australia just used to say "If you go to Wiltshire there's an old 

couple and you just tell them that you're a relative and they'll put you up and you can stay there for as long as 



you want as long as they think you're a relative." So we had lots of relatives from Australia, never sure whether 

they were bonafide or not. So, yeah, Symonds everywhere in Australia. As I say, they became a Pontin and 

that's about it really for the Symonds that I recall. But I've got no other knowledge of where anybody else went.  

00:05:56,460 --> 00:06:03,608 [Garry Gibbons] 

That's great and just to clarify. Gran, what's her name? Gran, you referred to Gran.  

00:06:03,608 --> 00:06:16,828 [David Hacker] 

Well, Gran, Gran was Ellen. Yes. Gran was Ellen, yes.  Yes. Ellen and Frank.  

00:06:16,828 --> 00:06:39,527 [Garry Gibbons] 

Excellent. Thanks. And then just to move on to the horse itself, I think you touched on it, but what did you think 

of that connection, your family's connection and more from your personal point of view, how did you think 

about that relationship of yours with the horse and your family's relationship?  

00:06:39,527 --> 00:07:58,467 [David Hacker] 

Well we were all very proud of it because it was, you know, a monument, if that's the right terminology, that 

we're all very proud and we're very proud to say that we had two white horses in the family and that's all I ever 

knew. I didn't know... and then as I got older, I asked Mum how did they do it, how did they stand on the side of 

a hill and you know, come up with this marvelous carving? And Mother then said to me that she had the plans 

which was fantastic and she'd kept them and I don't know where they came from but I ended up as keeper of the 

plans and I've had them for many years on top of the wardrobe and that's when I got in touch, or you, Gary, you 

got in touch with my brother and then you know, we realized we did have something that was quite significant 

to the local area so we were quite pleased to be able to give you, or show you the plans and then hopefully in 

the future we'll get them preserved for other people to see and yeah, so it's good, it's a wonderful thing to have 

the plans in the family and very proud to think that we are connected to the people that actually carved it.  

00:07:58,467 --> 00:08:12,607 [Garry Gibbons] 

Yeah, absolutely. And so your mother really never expanded on any detail about the horse and you said you 

don't know where she got the horse or where that that plan came from.  

00:08:12,607 --> 00:08:54,588 [David Hacker] 

I don't. I wish I could tell you more about them but they just appeared. I imagine it was probably Gran. It was 

probably Gran that you know, handed those down. I know a little bit more about the other horse on the Eatwell 

side. It was just little snippets that I remember reading or being told that they had to fill it in during the war as it 

was a landmark. And I don't know how that affected the Broad Town white horse. I don't know whether the 

war, whether they had to cover that one up, too, but they certainly had to cover up the one at Hackpen.  

00:08:54,588 --> 00:09:03,668 [Garry Gibbons] 

So that's excellent. Is there anything else you'd like to add? Anything else that occurs to you?  

00:09:03,668 --> 00:09:59,627 [David Hacker] 



Not really Gary, I just think that it's quite a coincidence that we've got these two families, on Dad's side, Mum's 

side, and they're all connected to a white horse. What I personally would like to know, I think that you've 

mentioned this, no one's actually said why they were carved and I think that's the million-dollar question. What 

made somebody go up on the hill and carve this and there must be a connection, I would love to know. It's a 

shame that I wasn't inquisitive when I was a child, I might've even asked the right person that could've said he’d 

done it because, you know, for various reasons. But so far no one's actually said why they were carved, and I 

don't know if you have any information on any other white horses and why they were carved.  

00:09:59,627 --> 00:10:00,048 [Garry Gibbons] 

No.  

00:10:00,048 --> 00:10:02,948 [David Hacker] 

Did they have a lot of free time in those days?  

00:10:02,948 --> 00:10:08,387 [Garry Gibbons] 

They must have had and that's excellent. Thank you, David.  

00:10:08,387 --> 00:10:09,068 [David Hacker] 

You're welcome.  

00:10:09,068 --> 00:10:11,948 [Garry Gibbons] 

Take care. 


