
Visit to Mrs Marie Maul and her Brother Ken Little sat 22nd March 2013 

 

About 27 BT, owned/occupied at some point pre 1965 by Ernest Crook, after that the Gordon 

family. 

 

During WW2 

 

Film shows in the village hall (timber hut) of a propaganda nature 

 

Evacuees in the village swelled numbers at school to in excess of 200, 150 in one class alone? 

2 classes in what is now the hall. (Marie Maul thinks it was more like 100 total in the school – more 

accurate) 

Miss Shelly was a teacher at the time, a northerner with a strong accent. Children struggled to 

understand her, Ken said. He was told to 'mend the stove' (tortoise stove in classroom) which meant 

she wanted the fire built up. 

 

Children had to walk from all over the parish to school, many without adequate footwear or 

clothing. 

 

School walls inside ran with water in winter from condensation and children had to wear coats in 

class because of the cold in winter 

 

Children encouraged to bring in old socks to make mittens out of. 

 

5 or 6 bombs landed near Bincknoll, believed jettisoned from German aircraft retuning from raids 

on Bristol or Bath. 

 

Guns from Toothill firing on enemy aircraft caused shrapnel to fall over Cotmarsh 

 

At the top of BT hill was a deep quarry, the area near the top going up in the gully on the left. This 

was used for practising the recover of an old tank. Is it still there? 

 

1942 with army on manoeuvres on land at Littles Farm opposite Cotmarsh turn, testing smoke 

screens a round got into a pile of faggots and set them alight. 

 

Iron railings around Methodist church yard cut down for war scrap drive but never taken away. 

 

Vicar Rev Warren during war 

 

Mr Little sold wood from tree tops during WW2, (rest was taken for war use) sold round village for 

9d a bag. Provided useful service to village during the war for fuel supply 

 

Ken remembered air raid drill in the school hall 

 

Vicar came to school to tell them about Dday landings, took prayers and they were sent home 

telling them to expect many casualties. 

 

Ken remembered convoys of tanks coming through the village, driving not on transporters lasting 

up to 3 hours at a time, road not metalled at the time just crushed flint. They kept 60 yds apart 

length between telegraph poles. 

 

Despatch riders guided them to Salisbury plain and on to embarkation points. 



 

In 1942 a despatch rider ran down a party of people returning from the village hall. A group of 5 or 

6 with a babe in a pram. Mrs Picket had a split in her arm and was stitched up in Jim Brierleys 

house by Dr Watson from WB. The baby in the pram was lost in the hedge row for some time 

before being found OK. Difficulties due to no lights because of black out. Thompson family 

evacuees were involved. 

 

Village hall. 

 

The Mauls ran whist drives and bazaars to raise money for new hall 

 

All labour was voluntary 

 

Mervin Maul was a builder who built the hall with Roland Douse, Ken and Eddie Bourton and 

Trevor Hillier. Worked days nights and weekends when they could. 

 

Jean Douse provided all refreshments. Ian spent time as a child with them building 

 

Cliff Cowtan spent about a week fitting out the kitchen 

 

Old hut pulled down in 1968. Stood on staddle stones which were sold to raise funds for the new 

hall. New hall opened on 19th sept 1969. 

 

Methodist Church 

 

Now the garage was the Methodist and before that Primitive Methodist 

 

Mrs Maul says that she wasn't allowed to play ball or knit on a Sunday and had to attend chapel 3 

times a day on Sunday. 

 

Congregation at the end was just 7. Minister came from Bassett or Brinkworth. 

 

Mrs Master? Major? From Cotmarsh was a strict Victorian type lady to avoid going home on 

Sunday she came to dinner with the Littles. Ken was stopped from playing or making things, 

remembers being told not to make model tractors with cotton reels and elastic bands, lived in fear of 

the woman. 'must you make that on a Sunday' quote 

 

Little family have a lot of members in the chapel burial ground. 

 

Undertaker Landsdown came from WB with coffins on a push cart for funerals. Picked up the body 

from the home an took it to the graveyard. Everyone drew their curtains when a funeral was taking 

place. 

 

BT had and undertaker, Charley Miles a carpenter in Back Lane made coffins and provided service 

as well. 

 

Church bell not rung during WW2 

 

Was rung after for funerals once for a man twice for a woman. 

 

Mauls married at the chapel in march 1951 chapel closed in sept 1951. Chapel was closed 

supposedly as it was close to falling down – still standing today. 



 

When the chapel was built it had an organ installed. Old folk objected to god being worshipped by 

machine assistance. Took out organ and dumped it in Thick Thorn pond at Thornhill 

 

Mr turner was the last minister. Brinkworth circuit. 

 

Mr Crook was a staunch Methodist his wife wasn’t. As he ran the shop and PO he often had sweets 

in his pocket. The children would try and get them from him after services. 

School 

 

Mrs Maul remembers playing hopscotch in the road at schools and at home used chalk from the hill 

to mark out grids 

 

Others 

 

Redhills built around 1946 first people moved in in 1947. 

 

Mrs Maul worked in PO and was whistled at by builders at Redhills. When Ken left school in 1946 

the are was still being used as a sports field. 

 

The 4 houses where John Watts and Barbara Philips lived were built in 1946 the 3rd from WB end 

was used as a dentist for a while. 

 

Lane on the RH end of Cotmarsh lane was Folly lane 

 

Granny Driscoll lived in Josie Clewleys house at the end of Pye Lane 

 

Mrs Mathews was at Marston Farm – Chapel organist possibly? 

 

Littles farm opposite the Fields, Brownlesses house was farm barn and stables 

 

Cottages this side of Snow Cottage Little Town washed through by flood and landslide from the hill 

and demolished. 

 

Honeyhill cottage further on from Little Town was occupied by Gamekeeper called Painter. 

 

Pavement put through village in 1971 

 

Nancy 'Annie' Crook worked in PO Mrs Maul took over from her when she was 15. 

 

Before Bourtons came to Manor Farm it was run by Jim Price. He moved opposite into middle of 

row of cottages lived in later by Herbie Bishop. Had a car which was rare in the village and twice 

ended up crashing into brook near the Fields. 

 

Pub closed in 1993 

 

Post office demolished in 1990. 

 

in 1975 the Sunday school opposite the chapel was demolished. 

 

Mr Gabb lived in a shepherds hut on the Tamarisk cottage side of the gateway at 27. He was a 

blacksmith/farrier. He had a stove or hearth and shod horse mainly. 



 

Mr Toffee Bishop had the allotments where Broad Acres is. Lived in the cottage that was sited on 

the land that has Brian Smiths muck heap. It burnt down in 1942. Everyone gave up stuff for them 

to start again and they soon had more stuff than need and had to sell some, ended up better of than 

everyone else! 

 

A Scratchly and Coates also had B/acres site at one time or another. 

 

Mrs Maul pick blackberries at 12lb a time at Bincknoll and sold them at market via toffee bishop at  

2d a lb. Bought her first coat with the earnings. 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


