
Michael Sheppard talks about Broad Town 

This story starts in 1881 when the great grandparent Sheppards married. 

 

  



 

 

Sometime during the 1940’s Leonard Sheppard (Michael’s grandfather) was asked by one of 

the men cycling home from working in the Swindon railway if there was a way of saving them 

the all weather cycle ride. Leonard built a chassis and started to take the men to work. He 

already had a Drivers permit that was extended during the war. 

 

 

 

Having married Ethel Maull he also ran the Queens Head pub. 

 

 

 

Shockingly this entrepreneurial prowess resulted in Leonard getting the sack 

because in the eyes of the Railway employer  he had two jobs! Undeterred Leonard 

continued to run the pub and started his family with the birth of John (Michael’s 

Father) depicted in this photograph taken as you come down the hill to Broad Town 

from Broad Hinton. 

 

Michael was born in 1950 and lived 

in Brian Smith’s cottage. He grew 

up next door in the Queens Head 

pub where as a baby he would turn 

the beer taps on (no doubt to the 

horror of his parents loss in beer 

revenue)! The bus was parked in 

the lay-by by the Laurels as this was 

the safest and nearest place to park 

a bus in the centre of the village by 

     the Queens Head. 

Leonard was a truly astonishing gentleman with boundless energy and entrepreneurial spirit he purchased the old 

farm buildings at 1 Pye Lane and set up Sheppards Coaches employing Jim Clarke and well as other drivers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    1 Pye Lane Sheppards Coaches (site sold to Rymans Coaches in 1959). 



In 1950 Leonard purchased a plot of land from Corrie Fox who lived in one of the 

demolished cottages in Middle Lane. He built a bunaglow on this site for his family 

to live in and to have spare space to park his ever growing Coach business. 

 

In the mid 1950’s Leonard purchased the Chapel and Sunday 

School where Broad Town Cars are now situated. He set about 

converting the Chapel to become a garage business installing 

petrol pumps to supply the public as well as his coach business 

with fuel. The Garage can be seen on the left  along with a 

petrol receipt and various advertisements below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Later in 1971 Michael Sheppard was gifted a coach so  he started the White Horse Coach business on and behind 

where Chestnut House and Tavewa are now situated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Other records of Leonard’s mechanical/driving history 

 

Leonard proudly driving his Royal Enfield motor 

bike with the receipt to the right. Below is a 

reference indicating his capable driving skill. 

 

 

  

 

  

 Leonard’s driving licenses 1918-1923 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  



The Queens Head Documents 

 



 

 



 

It is sad to see some 56 years later the closure of the pub. 

 

 

 

 

 



Outings and general pictures of interest from Michael’s album. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mrs Wise (School teacher from Broad Town School in the centre) 

 

 

The gentleman on the left was Tom Carter who was the rag & bone man. We believe the picture was taken 

in Broad Hinton on the corner of Post Office Lane. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 


