Nigel Crocker talks about Broad Town

Nigel in July 2019

Nigel’s love of Broad Town stems from being
born in Goldborough Farm on 16th Jan 1943.

Childhood memories on the farm are rightly
treasured. The tone in Nigel’s voice positively
mellows as he broke into a kind-hearted
smile recalling the happy childhood days
cycling to school in Wootton Bassett until he
left aged 15. Nigel’s Father owned a motor
car, however, it was only used on a Monday
to go to market in Swindon. Below is Nigel’'s
first car parked in front of Goldborough.
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Children regularly played football on the road outside Goldborough. They made
posts out of pullovers and coats and on the rare occasion they heard a car coming
they grabbed their “posts” and stood at the side of the road in readiness to
continue their game when the car had passed.



30-40 Irish cattle were bought to feed on the lush Cotmarsh grass for 6 months of
the year and Nigel was “paid” a bottle of tizer for shutting gates and keeping an
eye on the cattle, an added bonus was you got 3d back when you returned the
bottle!.

Fondly reminiscing about the hospitable Sheppard bus business who laid on free
village annual outings to either Swanage or Weymouth, Nigel stresses the
specialness of these days and his fury on the occasion when his younger brother
tripped hitting his thigh. That particular year ended up in hospital ruining the
eagerly anticipated annual event.

Now-a-days we complain about the length of Broad Town and the lack of places to
park if we venture from one end of the village to the other, however, back in the
1940’'s the length of the village was not an issue to walk or cycle. Nigel thought
nothing of going from Goldborough to above Pantyick hangings scrumping. As
with all courageous 10 year olds he equally well remembers encountering the
wrath of the furious owner (Mr Topp)!

Albert Molden (Nigel’s Grandfather) used to walk from Cirencester to Purton to
date Nigel's Grandmother (Carrie pictured below).




Nigel’s passion for farming led to his first job in Pound Farm Lyneham where he
happily worked for 8 years. Enthralling stories about ladies in Purton bringing out
their milk jugs to be filled and a horse that knew its way round all the villages led
to Nigel wanting to follow in Mr Pagington’s footsteps by buying his own milk
round in 1966.

The milk came from Wootton Bassett
dairy to the dairy (or latterly enlarged
cold store) at Goldborough daily and
covered a 30 mile radius covering
Broad Town, Bushton, Tockenham and
Clyffe Pypard. This enterprising and
entrepreneurial 23 year old took on a
30 gallonage business and turned it
into a 105 gallonage business
employing many part-time staff to
help with the round.

The business grew further by diversifying and adding 70 non-milk products to an
already busy round.

Nigel experienced the socio-economic changes of the 60’s and 70’s first hand. His
working day went from starting at 06:00 hours( 7 days a week) to starting at
02:50 to ensure customers had their milk before they went to work.

Nigel describes these happy years as a “privilege” in getting to know a lot of
people. Listening to Nigel’s story you can’t help wondering whether it was the
Customers who had the “privilege” of Nigel’s amicable, amiable, warm-hearted
kindly character. There can’t be many business men who have poems written
about them (see the poem and letter below written by Lyn and Paul Withey) and
there certainly aren’t many who have been awarded an MBE!




NIGEL!! The Slowest Milkman in the West

You could hear the tappits scream
As he trundled ‘round the green
He rumbled into Wood Street
‘With his badge upon his chest
His name was Nigel!
And he was the slowest Milkman in the West

(Chorus: Nigel! And he drove the slowest milk-cart in the West)

Now Nigel had a wife
A lady known as Ann
She lived with him in Broad Town
(Where he always parked his van)
Folks said she was too good for him
She was haughty, fair and chic
But Nigel took her on his round
Three times every week

Choru:

She said she’d like to bathe in milk
He said “Alright, Sweetheart™
‘And one night after work
He nicked some off the cart
He said “D’ya want some yoghurt?™
(He had some going cheap)

She said “Nigel, I'll be happy
1f you'll stop being such a creep!”

Now Nige had a rival-
An evil looking man
Called Big Bad Paul from Bushton®
And he drove a Kennet yan
He tempted Ann with his Market talk
‘And a promise of foreign trips

All Nigel had to offer

‘Was dodgy knces and hips

(l"oor Nigel... ...and he drove the slowest milkcart in the West)

Nigel was only sixty
He didn’t want to di¢
/ So he parked his van and went home with Ann
To enjoy a life of leisure
Determined to seck for them both
A retirement devoted to pleasure

Chorus
But a woman's needs are many fold

Poor Ann.she's stuck with Nigel
But as they laze at home....

-..1s that the trees a-rustling...
or the hinges on the gate
Or Paul a rattling the gold tops
As they moulder in the crate ...
They won't forget Nigel... ...

Chorus

* Yes!! We know it should say Clyffe Pypard ... but it doesn’t work!!




As the adage goes “"behind every successful man, there is a strong woman”
and Ann was and still is that strong woman!

Nigel and Ann got together in 1992 following a longstanding friendship and they
married in 1994.

Ann worked with Nigel from 2000 for 3 days a week starting at 6:45 am. After she
finished the round at 09:45am she started her second job working for a Vet in
Wroughton. Nigel and Ann retired in 2005.

Nigel remarks on how the village has changed. When he was a lad Broad Town
had many farms all stocked with milking cows - today the farmhouses are now
modernised contempory homes and the fields are empty of cows. In the 1950’s
school leavers could happily find employment in the local farms, however, today
any youngsters with farming dreams find themselves devoid of local work
opportunities.




Nigel remembers no trees on the hangings in fact the Topps used to burn the
grass on an annual basis.

About 20 years ago Nigel recalls a landslip where a large area of the hangings
slipped on to the road depositing a white porridge like glue.

Nigel remembers both shops in the village and Mrs Mapson (Post Office) and Miss
Little (Old shop) where 4 black jacks cost 1d! The Chapel in Chapel Lane was
where Nigel as child went to have his hair cut.

Prior to the Broad acre development the land was glass houses where a market
garden operated from.

Nigel’s current house (Barbury) was built in the garden of the Post Office and East
Farm used to be where Yew Tree Drive is currently. The current East Farm house
was built when the old farmhouse belonging to Jimmy Edwards burnt down.

Broad Town show was another annual event that everybody looked forward to.
There was a large barn to the left of Preacher corner (Chapel Lane) that housed
an annual barn dance after the show. The barn was demolished and two houses
were built on the land.

Nigel had the forethought to capture the life stories of Herbert Bishop, Lily
Wheeler, Irene Chivers, Gwendoline Parker and Dorothy Hillier. These are shared
below .........
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Thank you Karen for your wonderful words of love and reflection and
comfort...

And it’s to Dorothy’s calling and welcome into the kingdom of

heaven... that we come together in song for today’s chosen hymn
‘Lord Of All Hopefulness’
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Hymn:  ‘Lord Of All Hopefulness’ @92' \
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Dorothy Hillier; A Life Well Lived

As you can imagine it is impossible in just a few minutes to portray in
words the life of a woman who has lived such a full and varied 92
years, and no portrait no matter how good will be a complete
reflection to those of you who knew Dorothy well.

All | can really do is sketch her picture, but | will ask for you to fill in

the colours of this proud, hardworking, thoughtful and kind, family
orientated woman..

Born into a close and supportive family in Wootton Bassett (as was
known back then) on the 29" November 1923; Dorothy was one of

10 children to her parents Mary and Charlie Hacker, (who passed
away when Dorothy was a young girl).

Now as you can imagine growing up in a large family, in the
depression years of 1920’s and 30’s without their dad, life for
Dorothy and her siblings was no bed of roses; times were often very
tough.. indeed Dorothy thought nothing of walking the three miles

to go to school and in later years many more miles to complete her
work commitment.
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And it was in all those kinds of environments that Dorothy’s own
strength of character was forming, particularly her strong will,
determination and resilience....

Determined to do things her way, Dorothy was resolute, focused and
fuelled by a need to be her own person, which in fairness, she
accomplished in countless ways until the very end...

She was certainly unwavering in her love for her husband Reg whom
she married on the 19" September 1942.

Throughout their good, lengthy and meaningful marriage, Dorothy
and Reg shared so much, especially their pleasure in going dancing.

Dorothy derived so much pleasure from those dance meets with
friends and family alike; she loved to get dressed up in her gowns.

They set up home together in Redhills (the family home ever since). It
was a house that they chose themselves, and at that time it didn’t
even have a road leading to it... but it a house that Dorothy quickly
set about turning into a home with a

warm welcome for everyone to visit ... not that she went house-
hopping herself | hasten to add.

It was indeed a loving home where Dorothy and Reg raised their
seven children David, Brian, Bob, Susan, Daphne and the twins Allan
and Keith; all of whom they wanted the very best for... wel/ except
when Allan brought another tractor home to refurbish that is!



That aside, Dorothy was always there for them, in-fact she was more
than simply her children’s mum, she was an engaging, positive
influence, offering support, guidance and encouragement. Nothing
was ever too much trouble when it came to her family, even getting
up at 3am in the morning to cook them a good breakfast!

But then, that was another talent of Dorothy’s, she was a good cook,
providing it was traditional meat and vegetables, pies and puddings
that is... oh, and a good fry up for breakfast!

But looking after seven children who were busy in their own pursuits,

Dorothy needed to maintain order and was very punctual when it
came to meal times...

Lunch was 12.00 noon
4pm was tea.

And it was that same loyalty, love and counsel that Dorothy afforded
to her 36 grandchildren; 19 great grandchildren and 7 great-great
grandchildren; all of whom she loved and adored and so looked
forward to seeing whenever possible or hearing of their news,
developments and achievements.

Exceptionally proud of her ever growing family, their photos adorned
Dorothy’s walls, in-fact the filled just about every inch of wall space!

But no matter what the size of her family, she never forgot a
birthday, Christmas or celebration; she never failed to buy a special
gift or Easter Egg.. in-fact whenever you visited you always left with
something extro; be it vegetables that she’d grown in the garden
(indeed Dorothy was tending her garden well into her late 80’s) or
one of the many Christmas cakes, chocolate logs, o?,gff‘ dings
(complete with a thrupenny bit and lots of Brandy!) that she’d made!






