TRANSCRIPT OF BROAD TOWN WHITE HORSE RESTORATION GROUP INTERVIEW WITH
JOHN WRAY

SUBJECT JOHN WRAY PLACE Royal Wootton Bassett
DATE 28 Oct 2025 REF BTWHRG 6 080310-00

INTERVIEWER Andrew Law, Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group, 07841381301,
andrewlaw456@gmail.com

00:00:04,059 --> 00:00:31,860 [Andrew Law]

The date's 28th of October 2025. I'm here with John Wray in Wootton Bassett and this is a recording being
made under the reference of Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group recording number six. My name as
interviewer is Andrew Law and I'm interviewing John Wray. John, first of all, can you just confirm your name,
your age, where you came from, and where you're living now.

00:00:31,860 --> 00:00:41,520 [John Wray]

Yes. My name is John Wray. I'm 86, and I am proud to say I came from Yorkshire.
00:00:41,580 --> 00:00:47,140 [Andrew Law]

I probably detected that from the accent. When did you live in Broad Town?
00:00:47,140 --> 00:00:53,420 [John Wray]

I came in 1975 and lived in Broad Acres, which was then a brand-new development.
00:00:53,420 --> 00:01:06,000 [Andrew Law]

How did you become involved in White Horse activities?

00:01:06,000 --> 00:01:22,480 [John Wray]

I think I responded to the local broadsheet that the village put out, the village newsletter and turned up at the
White Horse one Sunday.

00:01:22,480 --> 00:01:31,080 [Andrew Law]

[ understand you then took on an organizational role within the liming of the White Horse. Can you just explain
what you were doing?

00:01:31,080 --> 00:01:56,280 [John Wray]

Yes, I took on an organizational role in the sense that I was in charge of the money. We didn't have any
committee as such. I can't remember if there was a chairman but I took on that role and I think it was probably
because I became involved in with the farmer who owned the land.

00:01:56,280 --> 00:01:58,340 [Andrew Law|

What was the connection with that farmer?
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00:01:58,340 --> 00:02:17,180 [John Wray]

The connection was because my wife happened to be the farmer's secretary, our administrative and so I could
order whatever we needed by my secretary and I also did know Robert Horton myself.

00:02:17,180 --> 00:02:22,620 [Andrew Law]
Okay, materials don't come free, so where did your funding come from in those years?
00:02:22,620 --> 00:02:42,500 [John Wray]

The funding came from the Village Show Committee. They used to have an annual show and they were keen to
distribute it throughout functions that were in the village, footpaths and so on.

00:02:42,500 --> 00:02:53,390 [Andrew Law]

So, in subsequent years when you were organizing or a liming was being organized, how did you go about
doing it? How did you initiate and get people organized?

00:02:53,390 --> 00:03:19,480 [John Wray]

What I used to do was I'd go and see Robert Horton and say, "Could you deliver us a ton or whatever it was of
bagged lime which was then put at the top of the hill just above the White Horse and it was spread from there.

00:03:19,480 --> 00:03:25,280 [Andrew Law]
You obviously had people help you to do that. How did you get together a team of volunteers?
00:03:25,280 --> 00:03:58,540 [John Wray]|

We had a usual loose arrangement. There was never a committee as such, although I think Jim Brierley at one
stage was the secretary because I used to go and see him and say, "Shall we have it on day X or day Y or
whatever?" So it was done on that and then a letter was put or a notice was put in the monthly broadsheet that
went round the village.

00:03:58,540 --> 00:04:06,060 [Andrew Law]

It's called the Broad Town News now. So it probably was then as well. How many people do you used to get
turn out?

00:04:06,060 --> 00:04:29,180 [John Wray]

No more than a dozen I wouldn't have thought in those days but it was, you know, we were quite surprised at
how there seemed to be a lack of enthusiasm and the fact that we expected a few to turn up and, a few did turn

up.
00:04:29,180 --> 00:04:32,500 [Andrew Law]
I'm presuming they were all village people, neighbours.

00:04:32,500 --> 00:04:46,360 [John Wray]



There was one person, I can't remember his name when I mentioned about spreading it. He came once and |
think it was a bit too hard for him so he didn't come again. He came from Wootton Bassett.

00:04:46,360 --> 00:04:57,380 [Andrew Law]

Okay. Tell me something. Whenever I organize, I'm always worried about the weather because it gets a bit
slippery up there. Did you ever have problems with weather when you were liming?

00:04:57,380 --> 00:05:24,500 [John Wray]

I can't recollect, although possibly there was perhaps one Sunday when it was pouring down. But we used to
know that if it was wet, you couldn't stand on it because you'd slip. So, we'd make a decision prior that Sunday
because the lime itself was fortunately covered, or the bagged lime.

00:05:24,500 --> 00:05:42,660 [Andrew Law]

Okay. I understand there was a recutting in the 1990s and from our earlier conversation, you believe you were
involved but you can't remember much of the detail about what went on but you do remember the work
happening then...

00:05:42,660 --> 00:05:42,940 [John Wray]
Yes

00:05:42,940 --> 00:05:44,030 [Andrew Law]
As an activity?

00:05:44,030 --> 00:05:58,920 [John Wray]

I remember the work happening. Now you see the picture of the digger up there, I can remember that and I
think at some stage some lorries with lime, with the chalk, came to the top of the hill and we put it on from
there.

00:06:03,792 --> 00:06:12,272 [Andrew Law]
I have looked at one of the pictures and I can see evidence of stakes and chicken wire. How was that used?
00:06:12,272 --> 00:06:40,032 [John Wray]

The stakes and chicken wire were put in because they... and this is why there will have been chalk put on it, to a
certain thickness at the bottom. And also, to stop, when we filled or covered the horse, so that it didn't disappear
over the edge of the legs or the stomach or whatnot. It meant that we could put it on to a reasonable thickness.

00:06:40,032 --> 00:06:44,892 [Andrew Law]

Thereafter, presumably it was maintained annually?

00:06:44,892 --> 00:06:59,292 [John Wray]

Yes, an annual springtime occurrence and as far as [ know it's been going on ever since.

00:06:59,292 --> 00:07:01,872 [Andrew Law]



What were you spreading on the horse at that time?
00:07:01,872 --> 00:07:03,742 [John Wray]
Lime. Bagged lime.

00:07:03,742 --> 00:07:16,252 [Andrew Law]

Bagged lime. Okay. At some stage, | know having walked up there, there's a set of steps that runs up beside the
horse and I'm afraid they're sadly derelict. Do you remember much about those being installed?

00:07:16,252 --> 00:07:57,152 [John Wray]

Yes. I assume that they were installed immediately after the covering of the White Horse in whatever date you
roughly think it is. And that was done by a group of schoolchildren from the comprehensive school. How many,
I can't remember but there were steps from the bottom and there was a style at the bottom I think, that they
could climb over and in a zigzag formation get up to the White Horse.

00:07:57,152 --> 00:08:08,852 [Andrew Law]

I'm aware the school has a sign outside, on the front, on the wall, but I understand the sign that is there now was
not the one that was originally installed.

00:08:08,852 --> 00:08:49,072 [John Wray]

No. In the earlier days, the, I wrote a large, well, I didn't actually write it, but one was produced professionally
with a picture of the gentleman who was supposed to have started the White Horse and details about its history
and what we did and how it had arisen. But that has subsequently been taken down and then a newer more up-
to-date information... it was really an information package.

00:08:49,072 --> 00:08:53,092 [Andrew Law]
Who manufactured that board for you?
00:08:53,092 --> 00:09:05,772 [John Wray]

I know who the manufacturer was but I can't remember his name but it was the husband of my secretary at the
school because I was a head. But I can't remember his name.

00:09:05,772 --> 00:09:08,051 [Andrew Law]

You, you were head of Normarsh School then, weren't you?
00:09:08,052 --> 00:09:08,452 [John Wray]

Yes.

00:09:08,452 --> 00:09:26,152 [Andrew Law]

Okay. Tell me something, looking back at those early days, are there any particular names that leap out as being
associated with the White Horse, back in those early days in maybe the late '70s and '80s?

00:09:26,152 --> 00:10:11,632 [John Wray]



Early names. Well I know that Brian Fernyhough joined me because he lived on the same little Broadacres
estate. I can't remember, Jim Brierley came perhaps later, and there was, I can't remember..... Jeff Clewley will
have been involved in some way because he was at some stage. He wasn't parish chairman those days, it was
Mr. Parker but no, I can't remember the names of the people unfortunately.

00:10:11,632 --> 00:10:14,892 [Andrew Law]
So, Tony Parker was a key player at that time, was he?
00:10:14,892 --> 00:10:31,312 [John Wray]

He wasn't. He was only a key player in that he was chairman of the Parish Council. He didn't get himself
involved in any physical way.

00:10:31,312 --> 00:10:42,792 [Andrew Law]

Okay. I'll ask you one last question then. What does the White Horse mean to you? I know you've moved away,
but what did it mean to you and what does it mean to you?

00:10:42,792 --> 00:11:03,112 [John Wray]

I've always been interested in the environment, nature, even when [ was up in Yorkshire and it was just an
occasion where I could help to support something that had been going on and I was pleased to do so.

00:11:03,112 -->00:11:10,012 [Andrew Law]

Okay. That's great. Thank you very much for that, it's filled a few gaps in our limited knowledge. So, thanks so
much for being so helpful.

00:11:10,012 --> 00:11:15,252 [John Wray]

Okay.



