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00:00:02,440 --> 00:00:33,980 [Andrew Law] 

My name's Andrew Law from the Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group and email 

andrewlaw456@gmail.com,  phone 078413 381301. Today I'm interviewing Bob Clarke in Broad Town. Date's 

the 3rd of October 2025 and the reference is Broad Town White Horse Restoration Group interview number 

four. So, Bob, can you give us a bit of background where you came from etc?  

00:00:33,980 --> 00:05:53,500 [Bob Clarke] 

Yes, yes, certainly. So, obviously I'm not from Wiltshire with this strange accent. I originate from Scarborough. 

I'm down here primarily because I served in the forces and as everyone knows, Wiltshire is a big soak for 

serving servicemen, certainly through the 80s, so I was stationed at Lyneham. I lived around the UK various 

places but came back here primarily because my wife comes from Wootton Bassett and we'd like the area and 

we wanted to, you know, start having children, bringing kids up. So, we've moved to Broad Town in... from 

Wootton Basset, in... well, we moved to this house, East Farm House in March '97. The place was pretty much 

derelict at the time and we sort of slowly put it back together and now we're just starting to go around it again 

because it's pretty much derelict again which is what happens when you have lots of kids, well, kids living in 

the house with you. So, we moved in in '97. It wasn't long after that that Nigel Crocker the milkman, who was 

then the milkman for here told me that there was a committee for the village show and was I interested. Well, 

yes, of course, I was interested because you get to know people once you get onto these things and what have 

you and then basically, for the next decade, I proceeded to be co-opted, dragged, or joined many of the 

committees that were running in the village at the time. Social club, parish council, you know, odd job man with 

Malcolm Holland and various other things. We did a bit for the church, putting up notice boards here, there, and 

everywhere and you know it was a good time to be honest and you felt pretty much knee-deep in village life. At 

the time, I mean, I knew the White Horse was there but this is going to sound rather daft but it was a bit modern 

for me because I'm an archeologist and my focus is basically... or at that time, my research interest was the 

Saxon, or earlier, parts of this village because we knew it had been mentioned in 1225 so it was on the statute 

book somewhere but what about before that? There's a lot of history around here that we recognized in the 

landscape and various things like that. So, the horse, whilst being there was never really an attraction in that 

respect. We had run a project round here which Judy Conybeare's got all the information from now, where we 

proved that people have been living in this landscape since about 6000 BC. So, I think we did what we set out to 

do with that. But over the years, of course, being on all these committees and what have you, people get older 

and retire and so you move up the pecking order. There's, Vice Chairman of the Parish Council and things like 

that and slowly but surely, noises were made to try and get me onto the White Horse which I thought I'd go and 

do once or twice, just to experience liming. Next thing you know, I was on it. Which is how these things go, 

isn't it? So, at the time, John Wray was the lead on that, with his able assistant Jim Brierley and both of them 

continued to tell me constantly that they needed a younger man. Okay. Chris King was also there but I think he 
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was a bit more wily than me and kept out of those conversations. But slowly but surely, I went from bag holder 

of lime and the usual thing, to help organize it, putting events on when we would do post-liming sessions which 

I think we did four or five in the front garden, with paste tables out. Raising cash, because at that time Good 

Energy wasn't a thing and the White Horse needed then, even then about £250 at least to keep running. Of 

course, shouldn't say this really, but we had no insurance or anything like that at that time, you know. People 

were doing this at their own risk, which is how life went on for a millennia before the insurance companies got 

invented of course. I was involved in the logistics side of it as much as anything else. Normally speaking to 

Hortons about ordering the lime in and then getting that trailer to the top of the field. Also organizing through 

the newsletter mostly, but through some archeology courses I was running at the time, the workforce, should I 

say and over that period, no two years were the same. There were always people who weren't there, who'd been 

there the year before but new people who would come for the first time. Some of them stayed, some of them 

didn't. But it was a big community activity. What else do you want to know, Andy?  

00:05:53,500 --> 00:06:00,120 [Andrew Law] 

I understand that one of the things you do was getting together the board that now stands outside the school 

building. 

00:06:00,120 --> 00:13:15,852 [Bob Clarke] 

Yes. Well you've just had some work done, haven't you? Where it's suggested that is about the focal point to 

look at that horse, isn't it? Which was interesting because that board there always been a board as long as I've 

been here on the side of the school, which is normally where people are pulling in using the school lay-by to 

look at the white horse. So, it made sense to put that board there. Anyway, this rather ancient text-heavy and 

one sepia photograph, not of the horse but of a thatched cottage, we think which was Queen Elizabeth Cottage 

down here was all there was as information and slowly over the years it got more fag burns in it and you know,  

with kids sat smoking on the wall there and peeling bits off it and the weather doesn't help round here of course, 

it slowly delaminated and everything else. So, we had a discussion, we said, "Well, you know, really, that needs 

to be revamped." So, I went down the school. I couldn't tell you when this is exactly but I went down the school 

and gave a presentation to the kids on the horse. Why they thought it was there, what did it mean to them, all 

that sort of thing and then set them a challenge which was to design a new, far more interesting sign and that's 

what you see today. Strangely in my head I had this halcyon view that the technology teacher would come with, 

with a piece on an A3 sheet that had it all on and what have you. How wrong can you be? Basically, he had this 

massive collection of coloured in bits of paper and goodness knows what else and we had to design the thing on 

the table here in the end. One problem was that if you look really carefully at that sign, you might be able to 

discern is that the white horse has a join down the middle of it. A vertical join and that was because the original 

cutout of the white horse looked more like a fox because it was too long to put on any poster. Anyway, so,we 

trimmed that and fiddled about with it but I think the result was brilliant to be honest because they let the kids 

run riot and what they did was they took a lot of what we talked about and made it into a cartoon, a series of 

boxed cartoons and they are beautifully done. I mean, some of those people who did those are adults in this 

village now and still look and giggle about "Look what I did." what have you. But we also managed to get two 

or three, I think it's three pictures of teams working up there as well and things like that. So, it made it all more 

accessible and we had a local firm, which is Maslin's on it, on the bottom of the village there. They had an 

electronics shop at the time in Swindon and they, what's the word I'm looking for? Sponsored. That’s right, they 

sponsored that. So, it does say Maslin's Electronics on the bottom, that's what that's about. So, that was a really 

good effort and it brought the kids more into why that was there and everything else, what it doesn't do so 



much, but then how much can you put on an information board, is talk about how the horse has waxed and 

waned in its shape over the last sort of 150 years, if you like, and I know work's going on now that's going to 

start looking at that, or is starting to look at that, and reveal some of that I believe as well.  

The involvement I had with the actual process of doing this was when I first joined up, first couple of years we 

used to go in September and put a ton and a half of lime on it. Often in the rain, you know? And then that lime 

was on there all winter and washed off again, that's why you get brown streaks below the horse's legs 

sometimes because if it's a wet summer or then wet winter, it washed all that lime onto the grass below it and 

what have you which killed some of it off. Anyway, so I thought about this and said, "Well, why don't we just 

do this in April rather, or do it at the beginning of the year, so it's pristine and white all year and then, you 

know, winter, you won't get much weeds and stuff like that growing on it and no one can catch it or anything”. 

So, we changed that process and it did work. I mean, if you lime that horse at the beginning of the year, you can 

see it in good weather from the M4. In fact, people have told me that they saw we'd done the horse because they 

were driving on the M4 from Bristol direction and had seen the white horse in the distance. So that you know, 

that worked. Other issues with it is the fact that, of course, as we know there's a badger sett nearby, now what 

do you do with badgers? Yes, exactly, so that's a little bit of that and another concern has always been slippage 

but I think, think the work at the moment's starting to tell us that that might not be as much of an issue as we 

were worried about. But, I mean, that's for the guys who work in project, Andrew and what have you now, to 

see how that goes. We found the ears as well; the ears aren't visible from the ground anymore but the cuts where 

they were are and a point to make with that is that these horses shouldn't be static. You know, they move with 

every scouring or cutting and so not putting the ears on now is not a tragedy, if you see what I mean. It's part of 

the development of that horse moving from one thing to another, so the ears are known where they are. The 

team knows where the ears are but they're not planning on cutting them yet, that's maybe for a team in 50 years 

to change the shape a little bit more, I don't know. Another thing that was always interesting was re-cutting the 

eye because the eye is just a blob of turf and as the years go on, it spreads out as grass tends to do and with leaf 

litter and everything else, so the eye gets bigger and bigger and bigger and so every so often, the eye's recut and 

in the time I was involved with it, the eye took the shape of a large golf ball, a very thin slit sort of thing. It 

moved from left to right and up and down a bit. In fact, one year it looked like it had a hole in the head it was 

that bad, you know? So that's another part of that... well, living creature, if you like, on the side of the hillside.  

00:13:15,852 --> 00:13:19,252 [Andrew Law] 

You mentioned that you did a presentation in Devizes?  

00:13:19,252 --> 00:18:36,884 [Bob Clarke] 

I'm not sure who instigated this but Devizes Museum or Wiltshire Heritage, every year, they have a display of 

something to do with the county. I mean, it's been Ravilious paintings recently and things like that. We've had 

quite a lot of prehistoric stuff, as you would imagine for this county and things like that. But one year it was 

Wiltshire white horses and I know the director, David, very well and he said to me, "You've got White Horse 

out at Broad Town. What are you doing for this?" "Hmm, right." So, we did something for this and what we did 

was we put together, like a rolling set of images that took the observer through the process of scouring, liming, 

you know, all that sort of thing, partying at the end, the team photograph. So, there is a set of those, which I 

think you've got them which they used on like a rolling screen, so people who were walking round the display 

could have a look at that, or the exhibition could look at that as well and see exactly what went on. That was 

tied with a conference day where all the stakeholders for all the white horses in the county, and I believe 

Uffington as well, which obviously is, as people know is Oxfordshire but it's lumped in with all these, came 



along and discussed various problems and issues and the historical aspects of white horses in Wiltshire. Now, 

one thing that was really interesting out of that was that we discovered that Broad Town, at that point, was the 

only self-funding volunteer white horse scouring team in the county and this included Fovant badges and things 

like that as well, so there's some subsidiary bits and the Kiwi, of course, that some people are familiar with, 

down Tidworth way. Richard Osgood works that one with Historic England. The badges at Fovant again are a 

Historic England funded piece and they have now specific contractors they bring in to do this, although the 

Kiwi, a couple of years ago, was done by a volunteer team. Most of the other teams, most of the other horses 

around the county are done by contractors, often appointed by the landowner. I'm not sure what grants there are 

for such things but I know that all these monuments pretty much are all now listed structures or listed in some 

way or form but I'm not sure if any are actually scheduled as an ancient monument. So, apart from Uffington, 

that is. Anyway, so we did this conference and certainly, as far as I'm aware, from what I can recollect, 

Malcolm was there, Malcolm Holland. Brian Smith across the road went as well. I certainly went and I'm sure 

there was a couple of others, it might be Jim Brierley actually went as well I think. And so, we did our piece, 

talked about it and this, that, and the other and then we received a donation from one of the people that were 

there. I think it was around £150 or whatever it was, because they were impressed that we were still trying to 

raise money ourselves and cajole people into paying for this important, well, national monument that's in our 

village. But also, that drove a few other things. One bit being the following year, when we did the session in the 

April again, we put that out and what have you and a lot of people turned up to that. Not everyone came out on 

the horse and as you well know, Andrew, you don't need a million people up there, do you? Because they just, 

you know, get in the way in the end, start tripping over each other and that and then they all sit and talk and do 

nothing for ages. So, there was a team up there of which I was part of that team. But when we came down, there 

was another bigger team of about 60 people eating all the cake and drinking there, who'd just come for the event 

and that's what we were trying to do at that point, was make it more of a village scouring event like the 

Victorians used to do with a lot of these monuments, where it was a day of an event, if you see what I mean. 

About the same time Trevor Hillier up in the village hall, part of the social club, put on a quiz evening for us. 

That's what it was, yes it was a quiz evening and the proceeds went to the horse and I think we raised about 

£200 there. So, in promoting externally the horse we managed to get the money for the lime and some, in one 

fell swoop, to be honest. I know now that the funding streams are different but then at the time, £250 to £300 

was good enough to pay for the lime. Now, what else? I can't think.  

00:18:36,884 --> 00:18:42,624 [Andrew Law] 

Okay. Well, that, that's given us a lot of information here but so what does the White Horse mean to you, Bob?  

00:18:42,624 --> 00:20:17,204 [Bob Clarke] 

Well, I mean, it well, it says two things to me. You're definitely in Wiltshire, yes, you're on the chalk. Chalk's 

always a thing with Wiltshire and archaeologists to be honest, but it's a sense of belonging. You'd be surprised 

how many people say they don't know about the White Horse or they've not heard of it, but they have seen it. 

It's part of the historic environment. If it was covered up next week, a lot of people would say "Oh, where's the 

horse gone?" Yes. It's a backdrop to everyone's everyday life, especially round here. It's a symbol of the school. 

It's a symbol of anything that we can lay our hands on that we can put badges for a white horse on and rightly 

so. When people claim they have a white horse in their company logo but they're in Wiltshire, they're frauds. 

But when it comes to Broad Town, that's different because we do have our own badge of office, if you like and 

that does give people a sense of belonging, I think. And I think it's important that it's maintained like it is and I 

also think it's important that there's a voluntary aspect to continuing the maintenance of this. No matter how 



difficult the insurance gets and things like that, I think it's part of its existence nowadays, is because of that. 

Because there's a lot of villages that are involved or interested as attested to by the talk that you put on the other 

day where you had quite a lot of people there, didn't you? You said it was about 100 people.  

00:20:17,204 --> 00:20:18,314 [Andrew Law] 

Over 100, yes.  

00:20:18,314 --> 00:20:24,604 [Bob Clarke] 

Yes. That's right and so there we go. Straight away, that's a key piece, isn't it, that?  

00:20:24,604 --> 00:20:42,814 [Andrew Law] 

Okay. Bob, that's great. Thanks very much. You've been involved to know for probably about a quarter of a 

century in the White Horse and I know your input has been absolutely key to that White Horse still being there 

and us now taking it on and taking it further. So, thanks very much for all your efforts on behalf of the White 

Horse.  

00:20:42,814 --> 00:20:43,444 [Bob Clarke] 

Oh, thank you. Yes, a pleasure.  

00:20:43,444 --> 00:20:48,144 [Andrew Law] 

And thanks so much for your input there which will now be stored for historical record.  

00:20:48,144 --> 00:20:48,514 [Bob Clarke] 

Yes. Brilliant.  

00:20:48,514 --> 00:20:49,484 [Andrew Law] 

Thank you very much, indeed.  

00:20:49,484 --> 00:20:51,724 [Bob Clarke] 

It's a pleasure. 

 


